
June 3, 2017
10 am to 4 pm

COLLEGE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Brownsville, TN

All homes are located within the College Hill  
Historic District, and are listed on the National 
Historic Register as significant contributing properties.

Haywood Heritage Foundation Proudly Presents
FIRST ANNUAL



The house numbers on the map correspond to the numbers in this Guide.   
Look for the Haywood Heritage Foundation sign at each location, which also  
has the house number identified.  The Mindfield Grill is marked, as is College 
Hill Center.
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McLeMore-ThoMas hoMe

The McLemore-Thomas house was originally built in 1835 as a white clapboard 
dogtrot style schoolhouse for Sugars McLemore’s children.  Mr. McLemore helped 

survey West Tennessee and was awarded this land grant by Andrew Jackson after the 
War of 1812.  His daughter was given the property when she married Richard Thomas.  
They added the brick Federal-Italianate townhouse in front in 1868. 

The two architectural styles are evident in certain areas of  the house.  Note the 
original yellow poplar floors in the dogtrot house, and the heart pine floors in the 
brick house.  All interior and exterior walls are solid brick, and the brown marble 
mantle in the living room and the ironwork on the back patio were added in the 
1950s.  As you move through the house, notice the artwork, most of  which was 
created by Jere Williamson.  His studio beside the house will also be open  
for viewing.  

This house is also known as “The Richard Halliburton House,” for the world-fa-
mous 1930s adventurer was born here on January 9, 1900, in the upstairs north 
bedroom.  His parents were boarders, and close friends to Mary Hutchison, who 
lived in Brownsville at the time and went on to found the Hutchison School in 
Memphis.  The Halliburtons moved to Memphis shortly after Richard’s birth, but 
he was a frequent visitor to Brownsville as a child.

HOUSE #1 - 719 KEY CORNER STREET
Current Owners: Jere & Peggy Williamson

Year Built: 1835; Townhouse added in 1868
Dogtrot House/Federal-Italianate Townhouse



Green acres

The Thomas-Sellari House, “Green Acres,” was built in 1856 by John Hicks Thomas 
on the “outskirts” of Brownsville on four acres of land.  Originally a modest affair of 

four rooms (two up and two down with a lean-to dining room), the house was expanded 
in 1881 into a mansion of thirteen rooms, and many of the features present today were 
added at that time.

The main façade has a two-story, full width portico with a flat roof  and central 
gables pediment supported by wooden, turned posts.  The first and second stories 
of  the porch have Victorian style drip pendants and brackets with a decorative 
wooden balustrade on the second floor balcony.  Both floor entries have original 
single light and wood panel doors with Greek Revival style surround, which were 
added in 1881.  The windows are the original, floor to ceiling, double hung, 2/2 
wood and glass windows on the first floor and 6/6 on the second floor.  

The Spencer Thomas family purchased the house around the turn of  the twen-
tieth century, at which time it was said that the interior had a double staircase, one 
for boys and one for girls, running up to the second floor and divided by a wall. 

HOUSE #2 - 251 NORTH GRAND AVENUE
Current Owners: Tommy & Beth Sellari

Year Built: 1856
Greek Revival with Victorian Influence



BoMer-MarTin hoMe

The Bomer-Martin-Richards house was originally built as the honeymoon cottage 
for Dan and Velma Bomer, and has had four additions through the years.  The 

kitchen alone has been relocated three times in its history!  The Martin family, owners 
of Martin’s Department Store, Suzanne’s, and The Shoe Box on Court Square, lived in 
the house for over 60 years.

In 2003, the kitchen was restored to its present location; and the pool and garage 
were added.  In 2006, the master bathroom was renovated, and the current den 
with stone fireplace was added in 2007.  Note the wide plank pegged floors in the 
original house, and other aspects of  this outstanding example of  twentieth century 
cottage design.

The interior has been lovingly refurbished through Sheri’s creative talents, with 
a music study off the dining room to accommodate Ronnie’s lifelong passion for 
music.  The home is a most welcoming gathering place for the Richards’ children, 
grandchildren, and extended family and friends.

HOUSE #3 - 250 NORTH GRAND AVENUE
Current Owners: Ronnie & Sheri Richards

Year Built: 1927
Tudor Revival with Mid-Century Additions



WhiTehaLL

Whitehall, also known as the Bond-Whitehall-Estes-Stark House, was built in 1868 
as a gift to Kathryn Bond from her father to commemorate her marriage to J. H. 

Estes. Then in 1880, Judge John R. Bond and his wife purchased the home and lived 
there for 63 years.   The home had several owners until the present day owners, Bill and 
Helen Stark. They lovingly restored the home to include a modern kitchen and master 
suite while maintaining its historic integrity.

The house features a hipped roof  of  asphalt shingles and curved brackets in 
the eaves, a continuous brick foundation, and two interior end brick chimneys 
(originally four interior brick chimneys).  The 12 foot ceilings throughout the 
home and the beautiful L shaped staircase make for a majestic entrance into the 
large foyer or “white hall”.  Windows on the first floor are the original floor to 
ceiling, to provide much needed cross ventilation during the summer months and 
to facilitate moving the porch furniture inside quickly when storms approached. 
All other windows are the original, double hung, 6/6 wood and glass windows.

Whitehall served as a bed and breakfast and an antique shop during its life-
time. It now serves as a beautiful yet comfortable home for the Starks.  

HOUSE #4 - 727 WEST MAIN STREET
Current Owners: Bill & Helen Stark

Year Built: 1868
Greek Revival with Two Story Square Plan



The PresidenT’s hoMe

The President’s Home was the residence of William Shelton, the second President of 
the Baptist Female College (now College Hill Center).  This one story brick, Greek 

Revival cottage was built in the late 1850s.  The property was part of the original College 
land and was deeded to William Shelton by the Trustees of the Baptist Convention.  
Rev. Shelton, who also served as the minister of Brownsville Baptist Church, lived here 
with his wife, Virginia, and five children from early 1860 through the Civil War.

From 1868-1878, the house was the home of  another person associated with 
the College.  A. M. Austin, cotton merchant and minister of  Brownsville Baptist 
Church, was the Chairman of  the Board of  the Baptist Female College.  The 
Austins may have added the Victorian features such as the gingerbread between 
the porch columns.  In 1879, Mr. Austin sold the property to H. C. Anderson, 
and it remained in that family until the early 1900s.

For the majority of  the 20th century, however, it was the home of  the Thorn-
ton family.   The current owners have lived here since 1999, preserving this 
exceptional 19th century antebellum home, the oldest brick house in Brownsville.  
The home showcases an outstanding collection of  early 19th century Southern 
antiques as well.

HOUSE #5 - 637 WEST MAIN STREET
Current Owners: Joe & Susan Sills

Year Built: 1859
Greek Revival/Italianate



Known locally as “The Thompson House,” this bungalow was the home of longtime 
and beloved Anderson Grammar School Principal Ed Thompson and his wife, 

Dorothy, who taught fourth grade at Anderson.  After a number of years and differ-
ent owners, Mark and Gail purchased the property in 2016, and are in the process of 
meticulously restoring it to its original character, while adding substantial renovations 
throughout.

The den paneling has been replaced with recycled barn wood, with a new 
mantle installed.  The kitchen has been renovated to expose the back side of  the 
chimney which runs through the interior of  the house.  A dining room wall was 
taken out, and new floors adorn the kitchen and master bedroom.  The fireplace 
in the living room was redone, with a new extended mantle added.  A rock gutter 
system moves water from the foundation, and new flower beds complete a much 
improved exterior appearance.

The Haynes’ passion to reclaim this once-neglected property is a testament 
to neighborhood revitalization, and greatly enhances the overall charm of  West 
Main Street and the College Hill Historic District.

HOUSE #6 - 503 WEST MAIN STREET
Current Owners: Mark & Gail Haynes

Year Built: 1929
Twentieth Century Bungalow

Berson-ThoMPson hoMe



WhiTehursT-shaW hoMe

The Whitehurst House was built by Robert E. Whitehurst, a descendant of H. D. 
Whitehurst, one of Haywood County’s earliest settlers.  Remaining in the family 

since its construction, it retains most of the original features, including the main en-
trance, composed of a single-light and wood panel door with Queen Anne style leaded 
glass transom and sidelights, original windows, and heart pine floors throughout.  The 
front walk and steps are also original and “R.E.Whitehurst” is stamped in the walk near 
the street.

Many of  the antique furnishings owned by the family are also preserved here, 
including an 1870 Hallett & Davis square grand piano in the foyer, an 1830 
Tennessee Jackson Press and sugar chest in the library, a banquet table from 1850 
and an 1840 Flame Mahogany Empire sideboard in the dining room, and an 
1830 Tripp family plantation desk and blanket chest original to the house in the 
living room.

Additionally, many works by local artist Billy Tripp, including self-portraits, 
paintings of  family members, and scenes of  Brownsville are contained in the 
house.  Other works are on display in the Haywood County Museum at College 
Hill Center.

HOUSE #7 - 315 KEY CORNER STREET
Current Owner: Beth Shaw Tripp

Year Built: 1895
Folk Victorian with Queen Anne Details



The Haywood Heritage Foundation seeks to preserve the architectural and cultural heritage of  
Brownsville and Haywood County, and raise awareness of  the benefits of  historic preserva-
tion in our area.  The Foundation’s mission also includes fostering economic revitalization of  
Brownsville’s historic districts, and promoting adoption of  best practices for preserving  
historic assets.  
 
Board Members include:  President - Susan Sill, Vice President - Beth Tripp, 
Secretary - Mary Ann Sharpe, Treasurer - Sharon Hayes, Bob Bond, Allen 
Browning, Tom Callery, Periann Houghton, Tara Joyner, Jo Matherne, Emily 
O’Quin, Carrie Parker, and Betsy Waddell.

If  you would like to join our efforts, please contact us via email: haywoodheri-
tagefoundation@gmail.com 

We look forward to having you involved!

NAME ______________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS ___________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
CITY _________________________________ST _____ ZIP ___________
TELEPHONE _________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________
Annual Membership Level:
_____ Student/Senior @ $25.00      ________ Patron Level @ $250.00
_____ Supporter Level @ $50.00      ________ Benefactor Level @ $500.00 +
_____ Sustainer Level @ $100.00         

Make your check payable to:  Haywood Heritage Foundation
P. O. Box 1304, Brownsville, TN   38012

MEMBERSHIP  
APPLICATION

Enjoy lunch at the Mindfield Grill, and a private tour of  the 
Mindfield, nationally recognized sculptor/welder Billy Tripp’s 
masterpiece!  The Mindfield tour will begin at 1:00 pm and 
last 30-45 minutes. Available ONLY with purchase of  Tour of  
Homes Luncheon Ticket



The Haywood Heritage Foundation gratefully acknowledges a special  
sponsorship gift in memory of  the late Joyce Gilliland Hayes, made possible by 
the generosity of  a dedicated HHF supporter who wishes to remain anonymous.

THANK YOU
A special thanks to Melinda Posey, and to Chris Morey with Ferocious Graphix 
for their in-kind contributions!

Joyce Gilliland Hayes
(November 17, 1933  – April 30, 2017)

IN MEMORIAM



Brownsville
Funeral Home

We have been honoring our community for 
generations, and will continue to do so

for generations to come. Proudly serving
Brownsville and Haywood County since 1948.

We proudly sponsor the
Haywood Heritage Foundation 

107 S. Lafayette St. • Brownsville, TN 38012
731.772.1551 • www.bbfuneral.com

DJ Brewer
Owner/Managing Parter

Tom Callery
Non-Licensed Funeral Assistant


